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Bonaparte replied, he took into consideration
the character of the two generals; one was
an hussar, the other an officer of method,
who would not move his army without
reflection, nor without his supplies. If he
had first attacked the English, the Prussians
would have been on him at full gallop; and
as everything depended on the first onset,
he thought it best to begin with the Prussians,
believing the English would be somewhat
slower, particularly as their cavalry was
at some distance from the point of attack.
He said all his troops fought well; some
few officers were traitors,1 but not a single
soldier. The Admiral answered, that we
had done full justice to their valour, par-
ticularly the cuirassiers. Bonaparte said,
if he had won the battle, there would have
been a change of ministers in England, and
they would have made peace with him* The
Admiral said he did not think so; because
whatever men were ministers they generally
acted the same; we were not to judge of
them by their railing when in opposition*
Bonaparte said he believed that to be the
1 General Bourmont conspicuously so.